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SUBJECT: NEW FRENCH AMBASSADOR'S FIRST REPORT FROM 
HANOI 

1. QUAI DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR ASIULN BOLLE, TOLD EMBOFF 
THAT NEW FRENCH AMBASSADOR, PHILIPPE RICHER, HAD SENT 
FIRST REPORT FROM HANOI. RICHER ARRIVED JANUARY 18, 
PRESENTED CREDENTIALS JANUARY 23 TO VICE PRESIDENT NGUYEN 
LUONG BANG, AND SAW PRIME MINISTER PHAM VAN DONG JANUARY 
26. RICHER WAS SOMEWHAT SURPRISED AT SPEED WITH WHICH 
DRV MOVED TO ALLOW HIM TO ESTABLISH CONTACT AT HIGHEST 
LEVEL - APPOINTMENT WITH PRIME MINISTER WAS ARRANGED 
TWO DAYS AFTER REQUEST. CONVERSATION WITH DONG WAS 
BASICALLY LIMITED TO FRANCO/NORTH VIETNAMESE BILATERAL 
RELATIONS WHICH BOLLE COMMENTED WERE DEVELOPING "NORMAL- 
LY". ON JANUARY 29 RICHER SAW MAI VAN BO, DIRECTOR OF 
WESTERN EUROPEAN AFFAIRS. BO GAVE A PREDICTABLE 
DIATRIBE AGAINST THE CONSTANT VIOLATIONS OF THE PARIS 
AGREEMENT BY GVN AND US. BO EMPHASIZED U.S. FAILURE 
"TO HEAL UP WOUNDS OF WAR". HE ALSO CITED U.S. OVER- 
FLIGHTS OF DRV TERRITORY. HE INSISTED THAT U.S. SHOULD 
APPLY STRICTLY THE PARIS AGREEMENTS AND COMMENTED THAT 
U.S. ABANDONMENT OF THE THIEU TEAM WOULD BE CONSIDERED 
BY THE DRV THE CRITERION OF U.S. GOODWILL IN SEEKING A 
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2. BOLLE NOTED THAT BO'S PRESENTATION CONTAINED NOTHING 
NEW, BUT DRV APPARENTLY WISHED TO GO THROUGH FULL 
ROUTINE AND TO HAVE IT PASSED ON TO USG. BOLLE 
EXPRESSED SOME SURPRISE THAT CREDENTIALS WERE 
PRESENTED TO BANG AND NOT TO DRV PRESIDENT. 
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